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CONFIDENTIAL OSLO 0520 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: OECD, NO 

SUBJECT: DIRECTORSHIP OF U.N. INFORMATION AND RESEARCH CENTER ON 
TRANSNATIONAL COPORATIONS (TNCS) 

REF: STATE 025443 

1. ACCORDING TO KNUT BERGER, FOREIGN MINISTRY BUREAU CHIEF 
FOR OECD MATTERS, NORWAY IS ADOPTING A "WAIT AND SEE" ATTITUDE 
TOWARD A CANDIDATE FOR THE DIRECTORSHIP OF TNCS. 

2. DENMARK HAS INFORMED THE NORWEGIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY THAT IT 
WOULD ADVANCE ISI FOIGHEL FOR THIS POSITION. BERGER STATED 
THAT AS A FELLOW NORDIC COUNTRY, NORWAY WOULD IN PRINCIPLE 
SUPPORT A DANISH CANDIDATE. HOWEVER, HE KNEW LITTLE ABOUT 
FOIGHEL'S QUALIFICATIONS. BERGER UNDERSTOOD THAT FOIGHEL IS 

NO LONGER A PROFESSOR OF INTERNATIONAL LAW, BUT IS PRACTICING 
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LAW AND IS CONSIDERED ONE OF DENMARK'S FOREMOST EXPERTS 
IN COPORATE LAW. HE DID NOT KNOW IF FAOIGHEL HAD THE 
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POLITICAL, ECONOMIC, OR ADMINISTRATIVE BACKGROUND FOR THE 
U.N. POSITION. 

3. THE NORWEGIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY REALIZES THAT THE LDCS 
MAY NOT BE FAVORABLE TO AN EC CANDIDATE. NORWAY WILL TAKE 
THIS INTO ACCOUNT IN ARRIVING AT A FINAL DECISION. 

IN ANY CASE, ANTHING REGARDING CHILE REMAINS A 

DELICATE ISSUE IN NORWEGIAN POLITICS. THEREFORE, NORWAY 

CAN BE EXPECTED TO ADOPT A LOW KEY ATTITUDE IN SUPPORT OF ANY ALTERNA 

TE 

CANDIDATE TO DE SEYNES. 

4. EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE ANY MATERIAL ON FOIGHEL WHICH 
MIGHT BE HELPFUL IN OBTAINING NORWEGIAN SUPPORT. 

BYRNE 
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